THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

are the salt of the earth. It is the same power which
is used by the Buddha and by the Woman of Endor.
The objects and methods of its use are what determine
the character.

The author has said that there is little connexion
between  physical  mediumship  and  morality.    One
could imagine the ectoplasmic flow being as brisk
from a sinner as from a saint, impinging upon material
objects in the same way and producing results which
would equally have the good effect of convincing the
materialist of forces outside his ken.    This does not
apply, however, to internal mediumship, taking the
form not of phenomena but of teaching and messages,
given either by spirit voice, human voice, automatic
writing,  or any other  device.    Here the vessel is
chosen that it may match what it contains.    One could
not imagine a small nature giving temporary habita-
tion to a great spirit.    One must be a Vale Owen be-
fore one gets Vale Owen messages.    If a high medium
degenerated in character, I should expect to find the
messages  cease  or  else  share  in  the  degeneration.
Hence, too, the messages of a divine spirit such as is
periodically sent to cleanse the world, of a medieval
saint, of Joan of Arc, of Swedenborg, of Andrew Jack-
son Davis, or of the humblest automatic writer in
London, provided that the impulse is a true one, are
really the same thing in various degrees.    Each is a
genuine breath from beyond, and  yet each inter-
mediary tinges with his or her personality the message
which comes through.    So, as in a glass darkly, we
see this wondrous mystery, so vital and yet so unde-
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